ON SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION

the Vaishya (traders and farmers who were in
charge of the wealth of the society* its pro-
duction and distribution) and the Sudra
(servants and mere labourers)~~are a natural
division or stratification* of the social body
based upon the nature and function of its
different members. In the original and essential
pattern there is no sinister mark of infe-
riority branded upon what are usually termed
as the lower orders, especially the lowest order*
If some are considered higher and are honoured
and respected as such;, it meant simply that the
functions and qualities they stand for consti-
tute in some way higher values, it did not mean
that the others have no value or are to be
spurned or neglected. The brain must be given
a higher place than the stomach, although all
its support and nourishment come from there*
Hierarchy means, in modern terms, that thfe
essential services must pass first, should have
certain priorities. And according to the oldet
view-point, the Brahmin, being the emblem
and repository of knowledge, was considered
as the head of the social body. He is the fount
and origin of a culture, the creator of a civi*
lisation; the others protect, nourish and serve,
although all are equally necessary for the
common welfare.
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